Drug development and the heart hospital.
Conducting clinical trials to support the development of new pharmaceutical entities or devices offers specialized heart hospitals unique opportunities. The populations they serve with cardiovascular diagnoses provide a predictable reservoir for recruitment of patients into trials of cardiovascular drugs or devices. The later stages in new chemical entity development require hundreds to thousands of patients to achieve statistical power. This need provides opportunities for rapid screening and identification of patients who would potentially benefit from and be appropriate for study. Clinically sophisticated support personnel to facilitate the conduct of research trials are likely to be available in the staff structure of a heart hospital. Meticulous attention to patient safety and privacy, good clinical practice, and high-quality data collection are imperative.